Map of African States: Entitlements before UN Human Rights Mechanisms in 2026

A Strategic Roadmap for the Universal Periodic Review & Human Rights Committee
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2026 Executive Context

e The Context: A pivotal year for 4/
international law in Africa, operating N
under a UN “liquidity crisis” affecting
resources. Niger

 The Landscape: Reviews cover a
complex spectrum from open armed
conflict to sensitive political transitions.
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* The Mechanisms: A simultaneous density Namibia jJJ

of schedules for both the Universal
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and the
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Human Rights Committee (CCPR). ozambique




The 2026 Cycle of Review

UPR 53rd Session I Dec | Jan Y
(Crises & Transformations) g \/

CCPR 147th Session —ﬁ. 2026 ‘% CCPR 145th Session
SCHEDULE '

(Sudan Deadline) ‘ H (Chad Review & LOIPR)
’ ‘ UPR 52nd Session
% ﬂ (Africa-Heavy Agenda)

CCPR 146th Session
(Planning)

UPR 51st Session
(Sahel & Lakes)




Session 51; The Sahel & The Great Lakes

Mauritania

» Focus: Legacy of Slavery (Implementation effectiveness vs.
Law enactment)

e Civic Space: “National Symbols” law and journalists
e Justice: Death penalty abolition and "Right to Life"

Rwanda

3 » The Contradiction: Economic progress vs. Civil rights
. criticism
» Key Issues: Freedom of memory, M23 support in DRC,
Reprisal fears

Sao Tome & Principe

e Focus: Economic rights (Health/Education), Judicial
independence, Corruption
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Session 52: The ‘Africa-Heavy’ Agenda

Security & Transition
e Niger: Testing mechanisms with ‘transitional

authorities’; Counter-terrorism impact.
» Somalia: State-building amidst conflict; Child
recruitment; Justice reform.

Resources & Conflict

{{3} * Mozambique: The Cabo Delgado conflict; Gas
discovery impacts; Community rights.

Development & Rights
o Seychelles: Climate diplomacy & Blue Economy.

e Namibia: Land distribution (San people).
o Sierra Leone: Death penalty abolition progress.




NOVEMBER

Session 53: Crises and Transformations

Sudan (High Priority)

- Context: Devastating armed conflict since April 2023.
- Key Question: Who represents the state?

- Accountability: War crimes, ethnic cleansing (Darfur),
Famine & Humanitarian access.

Eswatini

- Context: Africa's only absolute monarchy.
- Focus: Bans on political parties, electoral reform,
women's legal status.

Tanzania
- Context: Assessment of new leadership.
‘ - Focus: Opening of civic space; Maasai land rights in

Ngorongoro.




The Human Rights Committee (CCPR) Framework

o

UPR (Political)

11

State vs. State Peer Review

CCPR (Legal)

Independent Experts vs. State

Based on the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights

CCPR Procedures
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Consideration of Report

Immediate
Recommendations

Interactive Dialogue
(Delegation Present)
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LOIPR (List of Issues Prior to Reporting)

No Delegation
(Preparation Phase)

Simplified Reporting
(Drafting Questions)

~
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CCPR 145th Session (March): Chad Under the Microscope

CHAD (Full Interactive Review)

» Critical transitional phase examination.
* Suppression of Oct 2022 protests.
* Counter-terrorism in Lake Chad Basin.

e ORG: ¢ The Planning Phase (LOIPR)
B « DRC: Violence in the East & Elections.

 Senegal: Post-election freedoms.
o o * Botswana: Follow-up on urgent

recommendations.




Diplomatic Realism %

Paving the Way for 2027-2028 (LOIPR)

June to November 2026

Feb Deadline Sept Deadline Oct Deadline

Eswatini: Governance & Guinea: 2009 Massacre e Gambia: Truth &

Monarchy preparation. courts & transition. Reconciliation.
 Liberia: Impunity for war

crimes.
» Sudan: Drafting conflict
guestions.

The Committee adopts Lists of Issues (LOIPR) to set the future agenda.




Structural Challenges: The Double Review Burden

UPR Double CCPR
(Political Burden | (Legal List of

Review) - o [ssues) -
November ESWATINI Oct/Feb

The Convergence:
» Sudan and Eswatini face deadlines for both mechanisms in late 2026.
» Challenge: Extreme logistical pressure on diplomatic missions.

* Opportunity: Unified advocacy for civil society via integrated shadow reports.
——————



&ﬁ Trends Shaping the 2026 Landscape

Q 0

The Liquidity Simplified Regional
Crisis Reporting Synergy
Lack of UN funds may Shift toward the Need to align UN
reduce translation services Committee drafting recommendations with the
and force hybrid meetings. questions (LOIPR) to break African Commission
the cycle of non-reporting (Banjul), particularly for

Risks the quality of dialogue
for African states where in-
person engagement is vital. Proactive agenda setting.

(e.g., Congo,Senegal). high-pressure reviews of
Sudan and Somalia.




Reference: Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 2026 Schedule

Jan 2026 Mauritania Slavery, Poverty, Civic Space

Jan 2026 Rwanda Political Freedom, Reconciliation, M23
S Jan 2026 Sao Tome Development, Justice Sector
52 May 2026 Niger Transition, Terrorism, Migration
52 May 2026 Mozambique Cabo Delgado Conflict, Gas, Rights
Y- May 2026 Somalia State-building, Security, Children
52 May 2026 Namibia Land Rights, Social Justice
52 May 2026 Seychelles Climate Change, Blue Economy
52 May 2026 Sierra Leone Death Penalty, Transitional Justice
e Nov 2026 Sudan War Crimes, Famine, Accountability
53 Nov 2026 Eswatini Democracy, Monarchy

53 Nov 2026 Tanzania Civic Space, Maasai Rights




Reference: Human Rights Committee (CCPR) 2026 Schedule

145 (Mar) Chad FULL REVIEW Delegation present. Interactive dialogue.
145 (Mar) DRC _OIPR Adoption Drafting questions. No delegation.

145 (Mar) Senegal _OIPR Adoption Drafting questions. No delegation.

145 (Mar) Botswana | Follow-Up Review of urgent recommendations.

Feb Deadline | Eswatini LOIPR Submission | Preparation for future review.

Sep Deadline | Guinea LOIPR Submission | 2009 Massacre courts focus.

Oct Deadline | Gambia _OIPR Submission | Truth & Reconciliation.

Oct Deadline | Liberia _OIPR Submission | War crimes impunity.

o

Oct Deadline | Sudan _OIPR Submission | Drafting conflict questions.
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&ﬁ A Comprehensive Panorama
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From Nouakchott to Maputo, 2026 demands
clear answers on international commitments.

A year defined by the drafting of tough questions and the demand
for accountability across the continent.



